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COMPTROLLER  GENERAL 

FEDERAL  ELECTION  EXPENDITURE 

LIMITATIONS  AND  PRESIDENTIAL 

CAMPAIGN  FILING  DATES 

The  Federal  Election  Campaign  Act  of 
1971  *  became  effective  on  April  7,  1972. 
On  March  24, 1972,  the  Comptroller  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  United  States  issued  his  regu¬ 
lations  thereunder  in  the  Federal  Reg¬ 
ister.*  The  regulations  also  became  ef¬ 
fective  on  April  7, 1972.* 

Title  I  of  the  Federal  Election  Cam¬ 
paign  Act  of  1971  *  imposes  a  spending 
limitation  on  candidates  for  Federal  elec¬ 
tive  oflBce  (President.  Senate,  and  House 
of  Representatives)  for  campaign  use  of 
communications  media.  Under  the  Act 
and  our  regulations,  “communications 
media”  means  radio,  television,  cable 
television,  magazines,  newspapers,  bill¬ 
boards,  display  space  in  any  public  place 
of  a  type  customarily  leased  to  commer¬ 
cial  advertisers,  and  telephones  when 
used  to  commimicate  with  potential  vot¬ 
ers  by  general  canvass  methods. 

Section  104(a)  of  the  Act  provides  that 
the  limitation  for  a  Federal  candidate  in 
each  election — ^primary,  primary  nmoff, 
special  or  general — for  the  use  of  com¬ 
munications  media  is  a  total  amount 
equal  to  10  cents  multiplied  by  the  vot¬ 
ing  age  population  of  the  geographical 
area  in  which  the  election  is  held,  or 
$50,000,  whichever  is  greater.  A  maxi¬ 
mum  of  60  percent  of  such  total  amoimt 
may  be  spent  for  the  use  of  broadcasting 
stations  (radio,  television,  and  cable 
television) . 

Section  104(a)  (4)  of  the  Act  provides 
that  the  total  amount  will  be  increased 
by  the  percentage  increase  in  the  Con¬ 
sumer  Price  Index  for  the  preceding 
calendar  year  over  the  price  index  for 
the  base  period  (calendar  year  1970). 
The  Secretary  of  Labor  has  certified  to 
the  Comptroller  General  that  the  U.S. 
city  average  All  Items  Consumer  Price 
Index  (1967=100)  increased  4.3  percent 
from  its  1970  annual  average  of  116.3 
to  its  1971  annual  average  of  121.3. 
Therefore,  dming  calendar  year  1972, 
the  total  amounts  allowed  under  section 
104(a)  are  increased  by  4.3  percent;  i.e., 
the  statutory  limit  of  10  cents  times  vot¬ 
ing  age  population  is  increased  to  10.43 


1  Public  Law  92-225,  86  Stat.  3,  Feb.  7, 
1972. 

»37  P.R.  6166.  The  regulations,  entitled 
**Cainpalgn  OonunTinloaitions  and  Disclo¬ 
sure  of  Federal  Campaign  Funds,”  will  be  in¬ 
cluded  In  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  as 
Chi^ter  I  of  a  new  Title  11,  entitled  "Fed¬ 
eral  Elections.” 

■See  also  the  guidelines  of  the  Federal 
Communications  Commission,  “Use  of  Broad¬ 
cast  and  Cablecast  Facilities,”  37  FJl.  5796, 
Tuesday.  Mar.  21,  1972.  In  addition,  regula¬ 
tions  for  congressional  campaigns  have  been 
Issued  and  published  in  the  Congressional 
Record  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

■  Section  101  of  the  Act  provides  that  title  I 
may  be  cited  as  the  “Oampaigii  Commimica- 
tions  Reform  Act.” 


cents,  and  the  statutory  limit  of  $50.- 
000  is  increased  to  $52,150. 

Section  104(a)  (5)  of  the  Act  provides 
that  the  Secretary  of  Commerce  shall 
certify  an  estimate  of  the  voting  age 
population  of  each  State  and  congres¬ 
sional  district  for  the  preceding  calen¬ 
dar  year.  Pursuant  thereto,  the  Secretary 
of  Commerce  has  certified  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  General  an  estimate  of  the  vot¬ 
ing  age  population  of  each  State  (which 
includes  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico)  as 
of  July  1.  1971.  but  he  has  advised  that 
he  is  unable  to  furnish  an  estimate  for 
each  congressional  district  because  a 
number  of  States  are  still  redistricting  or 
their  redistricting  is  in  litigation.  How¬ 
ever.  he  has  further  advised  that  it  is 
highly  imlikely  that  any  congressional 
district  for  the  93d  Congress  will  have  as 
many  as  500.000  persons  of  voting  age. 
and  he  therefore  has  certified  “that  in 
no  case  is  the  estimated  voting  age  popu¬ 
lation  in  the  geographical  area  known  to 
be  included  or  likely  to  be  included  in 
any  congressional  district  for  the  93d 
Congress  in  excess  of  500,000.  Thus,  the 
media  spending  limitation  applicable  to 
each  congressional  district  will  become 
$50,000,  subject  to  any  increase  by  the 
price  index  increase  factor  provided  in 
section  104(a)  (4)  (B)  of  the  Act.” 

As  stated  above,  the  price  index  in¬ 
crease  is  4.3  percent.  Thus,  the  com¬ 
munications  media  spending  limitation 
applicable  to  each  congressional  district 
during  1972  (with  the  exception  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  Puerto  Rico, 
whose  voting  age  population  estimates 
are  included  below)  is  $52,150  of  which 
not  to  exceed  $31,290  may  be  spent  for 
the  use  of  broadcasting  stations. 

Based  on  the  certifications  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  Labor  and  the 
Secretary  of  Commerce,  the  spending 
limitations  applicable  to  each  election 
during  1972  for  each  State  and  for  the 
Nation  are  set  forth  in  Appendix  A  below. 
Candidates  for  the  U.S.  Senate  (or  for 
Delegate  or  Resident  Commissioner  from 
the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Puerto  Rico)  may  not 
spend  more  than  the  amoimts  applicable 
to  their  respective  States,  as  shown  in 
Appendix  A.  Candidates  for  presidential 
nomination  may  not  spend  in  any  State 
more  than  the  amoimts  applicable  to 
such  State,  as  shown  in  Appendix  A. 
Legally  qualified  candidates  for  the  office 
of  President  of  the  United  States  in  the 
general  election  may  not  spend  more 
than  the  amounts  applicable  to  the  Na¬ 
tion  as  a  whole,  as  shown  in  Appendix  A. 
The  term  “calendar  year”  as  us^  in  this 
notice  and  as  in  Appendix  A,  for  1972 
means  the  period  beghining  April  7, 1972, 
and  ending  December  31, 1972. 

Under  title  rn  of  the  Act,  presidential 
candidates  and  supporting  political  com¬ 
mittees  must  file  reports  of  receipts  and 
expenditures  with  the  Comptroller  Gen¬ 
eral  on  June  10  and  September  10.  1972, 
and  on  January  31.  1973.  In  addition, 
such  reports  must  be  filed  15  days  and 
5  days  before  presidential  primary  elec¬ 


tions,  national  nominating  conventions, 
and  the  general  election  on  November  7, 
1972.  Each  preelection  report  is  to  be 
complete  as  of  midnight  of  the  7th  day 
preceding  the  filing  date. 

A  table  of  the  primary  election  dates 
and  filing  dates  for  preelection  reports 
appears  below  as  Appendix  B.  Note  that, 
under  1 14.9  of  our  regulations,  a  pre¬ 
election  or  preconvention  report  which 
is  due  on  or  within  10  days  of  the  speci¬ 
fied  filing  date  for  a  regular  periodic  re¬ 
port  (March  10,  Jime  10,  September  10, 
or  January  31)  may,  at  the  option  of  the 
committee  or  candidate,  be  used  to  ful¬ 
fill  both  reporting  requirements. 

All  political  committees  are  reminded 
of  the  registration  requirements  con¬ 
tained  in  section  303  of  the  Act,  fis  inter¬ 
preted  in  Part  13  of  our  regulations  dated 
March  24,  1972,  and  are  advised  to  con¬ 
sult  Part  13  to  determine  if  they  are  or 
will  be  required  to  register  with  the 
Comptroller  General.  Any  committee, 
which  is  in  existence  on  April  7,  1972, 
and  which  is  required  to  register,  shall 
file  a  statement  of  organization  (Comp. 
Gen.  Election  Form  1)  on  or  before 
April  17,  1972.  Forms  and  further  infor¬ 
mation  may  be  obtained  from  the  Office 
of  Federal  Elections,  U.S.  General  Ac- 
coimting  Office,  441  O  Street  NW.,  Wash¬ 
ington,  DC  20548,  or  from  any  General 
Accounting  Office  regional  office. 

IsEAL]  Elmer  B.  Starts, 

Comptroller  General 
of  the  United  States. 

Appendix  A 

federal  election  campaign  spending  umitations 

(CALENDAR  TEAR  IS72,  PDBUC  LAW  92-22S) 


8tRt«/ 

ConvraBsional 

(ustrict 

Voting  age 
population 

Communi¬ 
cation 
media  Umit 
(total) 

Broad¬ 

casting 

media 

limit 

United  States _ 

196,630,000 

$14,260,609 

$8, 660, 306 

Alabama.. . 

2,269,000 

236,614 

141,368 

Alaska _ 

187,000 

62,160 

31,290 

Ariiona.... . . 

1, 188, 000 

124, 013 

74;  408 

Arkansas... _ 

1,296,000 

136, 178 

81, 104 

Calilomia _ 

13, 686;  000 

1,417,020 

860,212 

Colorado _ _ 

1,492,000 

166,616 

93,370 

Connecticut . 

^066,000 

214,441 

128,666 

Delaware . . . 

District  of 

360,000 

62,160 

31,290 

Columbia _ 

623,000 

64,649 

32,729 

Florida . . . 

4,801,000 

610, 131 

306,079 

Georgia _ 

8;020,000 

314,986 

188,992 

Haw^ . . . 

612,000 

63,402 

32,041 

Idaho _ _ 

468,000 

62,160 

31,290 

Illinois. .  . . 

7,413,000 

778,176 

463,906 

Indiana _ 

3,433,000 

868,062 

214,837 

Iowa  ....  . 

1,884,000 

196,601 

117,901 

Xansas _ 

1,628,000 

168,849 

96,309 

Kentucky _ _  . . 

2;  167, 000 

226,018 

186,611 

LoilislBnn  ,  . 

2,802,000 

240,099 

144,069 

Maine _ _ 

661,000 

68,942 

41.366 

Maryland _ 

2,610,000 

272,223 

163,834 

Massachusetts _ 

8,883,000 

404,997 

242,998 

Michigan . 

6, 780, 000 

699,726 

369,836 

Minn^ta . . 

2;  493, 000 

260,020 

166,012 

Mississippi........ 

1,397,000 

146,  707 

87,424 

Missouri _ _ 

3,193,000 

883,030 

199,818 

Montana _ 

466,000 

62,160 

31.290 

Nebraska.. _ _ 

1,003,000 

104,613 

62,768 

Nevada . . 

332,000 

62,160 

31,290 

New  Hampshire.. 

603,000 

62,463 

81,478 

New  Jersey.. . 

4,899,000 

610,966 

306,680 

New  Mexico _ 

627,000 

66,896 

39,238 

New  York . . 

12,663,000 

1,310,821 

786,193 

North  Carolina.... 

3,397,000 

364,307 

212,684 

North  Dakota _ 

401,000 

62,160 

31,290 

Ohio . 

7,062,000 

736,624 

441, 814 

Oklahoma..'. . . 

1,  no,  000 

184,611 

110,767 

Oregon . . 

L  462, 000 

161,444 

90,866 

Pennsylvania _ 

8,066,000 

841,180 

604,708 

41,803 

Rhode  Island _ _ 

660,000 

68,838 

South  Carolina.... 

1,682,000 

176,433 

106,260 
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rXDERAL  KLKCTION  CAMPAIGN  SPENDING  UMITATIONS 
(CALENOAB  TEAS  1073,  PDBUC  LAW.  32-326) 


State/ 

Congressional 

district 

Voting  age 
population 

Communi¬ 
cation 
media  limit 
(total) 

Broad¬ 

casting 

media 

limit 

South  Dakota... 

432,000 

52,150 

31,290 

Tennessee . 

..  2,668,000 

278;  272 

166,963 

Texas . 

..  7,434,000 

775,366 

465, ‘2-20 

Utah . 

668,000 

69, 872 

41,803 

Vermont . 

299,000 

52;  150 

31,290 

Virginia . 

..  3,126,000 

326;  042 

1!)5;626 

Washington . 

..  2,•2!^,000 

‘239,264 

143,  .558 

West  Virginia.... 

..  1,186,000 

1‘23,700 

74,220 

Wisconsin . 

..  2,8'.H,000 

301, 844 

181, 106 

Wyoming . 

220,000 

5‘2, 150 

31,  ‘290 

Puerto  Rico . 

...  1,581,000 

164, 898 

98, 939 

The  Secretary  of  Commerce  has  certified  to  the  Comp¬ 
troller  General  that  no  congressional  district  (except  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  Puerto  Rico)  has  a  voting  age 
population  which  exceeds  500,000.  As  a  result  of  this 
certification,  each  congressional  district  (except  the 
District  of  Columbia  and  Puerto'  Rico)  has  a  Commu¬ 
nication  Media  Expenditure  limit  of  $52,150  for  each 
election  during  calendar  year  1972.  Sixty  percent  of  that 
amount  ($31,200)  may  be  si>ent  for  the  ase  of  broadcast¬ 
ing  statio'is. 


Appendix  B 


I372  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMART  ELECTIONS,  BY  DATES 


Primary 

election 

State 

Preelection  Sling  dates 

15-day  report 

5-day 

repwt 

April  25... 

.  Massachusetts... 

Not  required.. 

April  20l 

Do . 

.  Pennsylvania _ 

. do . 

Do. 

May  2 . 

.  Alabama  > _ 

April  17 . 

April  27. 

Do . 

.  District  of 
Columbia. 

. do . 

Do. 

Do . 

.  Indiana . . 

. do . 

Do. 

Do . 

.  Ohioi . 

. do,.. . 

Do. 

May  4 . 

.  Tennessee . 

April  19 . 

April  ‘29. 

.May  6 . 

.  North  Carolina. 

April  ‘21 . 

May  1. 

May  9 . 

.  Nebraska . 

April  24 . 

May  4. 

Do . 

.  West  Vinfinia _ 

. do . 

1)0. 

May  16--.. 

.  Maryland . 

May  1 . 

May  11. 

Do . 

.May  23.... 

.  Oregon . 

May  8 . 

May  18. 

I>0 . 

.  Rhode  Island... 

. do . 

Do. 

May  30.... 

.  Arkansas  * . 

May  15 . 

May  ‘25. 

June  6 . 

.  California . 

May  22 . 

June  1. 

Do . 

.  New  Jersey _ 

. do . 

Do. 

Do . 

.  New  Mexico . 

. do . 

Do. 

Do . 

.  South  Dakota  < . 

. do . 

Do.. 

June  ‘20 _ 

.  New  York* _ 

June  5 _ 

June  15. 

>  Delegate  selection  primary  only, 

>  Optional  primary. 
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Know  your 
Government.. 


The  Manual  describes  the  creation 
and  authority,  organization,  and 
functions  of  the  agencies  in  the 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive 
branches. 

Most  agency  statements  include 
new  “Sources  of  Information” 
listings  which  tell  you  what  offices 
to  contact  for  information  on 
such  matters  as: 

•  Consumer  activities 

•  Environmental  programs 

•  Government  contracts 

•  Employment 

•  Services  to  small  businesses 

•  Availability  of  speakers  and 
films  for  educational  and 
civic  groups 

This  handbook  is  an  indispensable 
reference  tool  for  teachers,  students, 
librarians,  researchers,  businessmen, 
and  lawyers  who  need  current 
official  information  about  the 
U.S.  Government. 

Order  from 
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